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About My Projects

2014 to 2015

2016 to 2020

2017 to 2019

1 secondary School

6 Secondary Schools

13 secondary schools

2020

3 Secondary Schools

2020 to 2024

Cedar Girls Secondary School

Library completion: 2021

Yusof Ishak Secondary School

Library completion: 2021

Queensway Secondary School

Library completion: 2022

3

ERFP11/23 
Reading 
Futures Study 
(2024 – 2029)

School Libraries Steering 
(2023-2024) & 
Implementation Committees
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Connecting Research + Policy Goals01

source: Queensway Secondary School

2018, Ethos Books



This study is in line with OER’s 15th Request for Proposal (RFP) with a  
special focus on language and literacy, bilingualism and 
communication . 

School libraries have been under-studied as a  potentia l space for 
language and literacy learning, and using a  socio-spatia l approach 
provides a fresh lens with which to identify innovative ways to improve 
learning . Attending to social class and reading practices provides 
insight into how schools can customize their reading programmes and 
school libraries to better close the reading gap between students from 
different social backgrounds. 

Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016-2020)



The study is aligned to MOE goals to better understand how reading can 
be cultivated in school and to improve secondary school libraries. The 
study will inform policy and impact current practice , particularly 
through the development of Professional Development (PD) courses for 
Library coordinators and teachers. 

Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016-2020)



The focus on school libraries is timely given NIE’s key strategic thrusts 
to focus on growing knowledge capita l. It  is a  large-scale  national 
project that will result in the  eventual design of an intervention study 
(design of an exemplary school library) which can be replicated by 
schools. If necessary, the  study can be replicated at primary and junior 
college levels. Findings from the study will be  transla ted into ongoing 
PD opportunities and inform policy development . 

Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016-2020)



Large-scale , systematic changes in the  Singapore  educational context such as 
the  launch of the  Student Learning Space (SLS) in 2018, Personal Learning 
Device (PLD) initia tive  since 2021, implementation of Full-Subject -Based 
Banding  in a ll schools by 2024, and rapid development and increasing use  of 
machine learning technologies  have led to se ismic changes in everyday 
practices of  teaching and learning. 

Global flows of information mean that literacy expecta tions for our students 
are  higher than before , with students expected to possess reading as a  basic 
literacy skill for information-gathering, higher order thinking and independent 
learning. They must be  able  to navigate  complex digita l texts (Coiro, 2020) as 
well as utilise  print and digita l resources for deep reading and critical thinking 
(Baron & Mangen, 2021; Wolf, 2018). Reading is a  continuing skill to be  
developed over the  life time, for 21st century competencies (MOE, 2015), to 
“learn for life” and “pursue skills mastery” (SkillsFuture , 2023). 

Objectives of the Research Project

Extracted from Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 2024-2029)



Although many studies of reading focus on early childhood and primary 
education due to the  perception that reading skills are  primarily 
acquired at an early stage, researchers have highlighted the need for 
more studies of adolescent reading (Loh, 2015; Rutherford et al., 2017). 
Adolescence offers another “window of opportunity” (UNICEF, 2018) to 
influence developmental tra jectories. It  is a  time for them to deepen 
their reading proficiency and widen their reading repertoires. 

Objectives of the Research Project

Extracted from Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 2024-2029)



Demonstrating Research Expertise02



Pilot or previous studies Literature  or systematic reviews+

Literature Review for Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2020-2024)



Rigorous Methodology + Clear RQ + Feasible Research Plan
Methodology  for LOTF Developmental Grant Proposal

Design-Based Research

Design

Test

Evaluate

Reflect

Design-Based Research (DBR) is a 
methodology designed by and for 
educators that seeks to increase the 
impact, transfer, and translation of 
education research into improved 
practice . 

Anderson, T. & Shattuck, J. (2012) Design-Based Research: A Decade of 
Education in Education Research? Education Researcher 41(1), 16-25

Research Design for Designing School Libraries of the Future (Tier 2 Grant, 2020-2024)



Rigorous Methodology + Clear RQ + Feasible Research Plan
Methodology  for Reading Futures Study Research Proposal

Multiphase, Mixed -methods Longitudinal Comparative Case Study

Research Plan for Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 2024-2029



Library of the Future Schools
Three Prototypes, in collaboration with MOE 
colleagues and schools

Queensway Secondary School Cedar Girls Secondary School Yusof Ishak Secondary School

Loh, C. E., e t al. (2021). "Developing future-ready school libraries through design thinking: A case  study." IFLA Journal 47(4): 505-519.



Planning for Impact03

If my goal is to get MOE, 
educators and the 
community to invest in 
school libraries for more 
equitable reading and 
learning opportunities, 
what do I need to do to 
make things happen?



Deliverables from Designing School Libraries of the Future (Tier 2 Grant, 2020-2024)

If my goal is to get MOE, educators and the community to invest 
in school libraries for more equitable reading and learning 
opportunities, what do I need to do to make things happen?

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ot64kdxss420cy3vgnhiy/2022_Loh-The-impact-of-technology-use-on-adolescents-leisure-reading-preferences_Literacy.pdf?rlkey=tjhbubmb31ih6ruvxge31npiz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mh6ac6gaycjoum9/2023Loh%2C%20Sun%20%26%20Lim_Because%20I%20m%20always%20moving%20a%20mobile%20ethnography%20study%20of%20adolescent%20girls%20everyday%20print%20and%20digital%20reading%20practices_LMT.pdf?dl=0


If my goal is to get MOE, educators and the community to invest in 
school libraries for more equitable reading and learning 
opportunities, what do I need to do to make things happen?

Initiatives from Building a Reading Culture (Tier 2 Grant, 2016-2020
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