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Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

This study is in line with OER’s 15" Request for Proposal (RFP) with a
special focus on language and literacy, bilingualism and
communication .

School libraries have been under-studied as a potential space for
language and literacy learning, and using a socio-spatial approach
provides a fresh lens with which to identify innovative ways to improve
learning . Attending to social class and reading practices provides
insight into how schools can customize their reading programmes and
school libraries to better close the reading gap between students from
different social backgrounds.

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016 2020)



Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

The study is aligned to MOE goals to better understand how reading can
be cultivated in school and to improve secondary school libraries. The

study will inform policy and impact current practice, particularly
through the development of Professional Development (PD) courses for

Library coordinators and teachers.

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016 2020)



Relevance to MOE/NIE/OER’s GOALS

The focus on school libraries is timely given NIE’s key strategic thrusts
to focus on growing knowledge capital. It 1s a large-scale national
project that will result in the eventual design of an intervention study
(design of an exemplary school library) which can be replicated by
schools. If necessary, the study can be replicated at primary and junior
college levels. Findings from the study will be translated into ongoing
PD opportunities and inform policy development .

Extracted from Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2016 2020)



Objectives of the Research Project

Large-scale, systematic changes in the Singapore educational context such as
the launch of the Student Learning Space (SLS)in 2018, Personal Learning
Device (PLD)initiative since 2021, implementation of Full-Subject-Based
Banding in all schools by 2024, and rapid development and increasing use of
machine learning technologies have led to seismic changes in everyday
practices of teaching and learning.

Global flows of information mean that literacy expectations for our students
are higher than before, with students expected to possess reading as a basic
literacy skill for information-gathering, higher order thinking and independent
learning. They must be able to navigate complex digital texts (Coiro, 2020) as
well as utilise print and digital resources for deep reading and critical thinking
(Baron & Mangen, 2021; Wolf, 2018).Recading is a continuing skill to be
developed over the lifetime, for 215t century competencies (MOE, 2015)to
“learn for life” and “pursue skills mastery” (SkillsFuture , 2023).

Extracted from Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 20242029)



Objectives of the Research Project

Although many studies of reading focus on early childhood and primary
education due to the perception that reading skills are primarily
acquired at an early stage, researchers have highlighted the need for
more studies ofadolescent reading (Loh, 2015; Rutherford et al., 2017).
Adolescence offers another “window of opportunity” (UNICEF, 2018) to
influence developmental trajectories. It is a time for them to deepen
their reading proficiency and widen their reading repertoires.

Extracted from Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 20242029)
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Pilot or previous studies

Literature or systematic reviews

Changing English, 2015

Routledge
Vol 22, Na. 2, 209-221, hatp:/idx.doiorg/10.1080/1 358684, 2015.1022509
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Building a Reading Culture in a Singapore School: Identifying
Spaces for Change Through a Socio-spatial Approach

Chin Ee Loh*

English nd Li dcademi . Natit
gl Jimgm:gf\en iterature Group,

Rmﬂmhlrllsnslhatmdmgm lated to ic achi but how do
we motivate students to read? How can schools build reading cultures? Through
the case study of & govemment secondary schoel in Singapore, [ examine how
attention to the invisible network of resources that support reading can provide
insight into students® mumunﬁou’mdmg,bothatlwm:uﬂmschm
Additionally, [ explain, through the mapping of the school library as a reading
space, how a socio-spatial ppmsr.bthntmpsﬂlcphyucn],nwnlandaﬂ‘mhvc
spaces of the library can provide a framework for strategic and focused action to
cultivate a school’s reading culture.

Keywords: readers; libraries; Singapore; habitus; reading eulture
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Introduction

Research studies have shown the correlation between leisure reading and reading
achievement (Kirsch et al. 2002; Samuels and Wu 2001). In a comparative study of
the teading practices of the Netherlands, China and South Africa, Broeder and
Stokmans (2013) discovered that despite eultural and situational differences b

the countries, one of the most i t determinants for reading was a hedonic
reading attitude, or the habit of reading for leisure. What this tells us is that one key
factor for ful reading pr is gefting students to wanf to read, and not
only read when they ate told to. Thus, one eriterion for schools attempting to
cultivate a reading culture is to know that their students have developed a desire
read. and see reading as part of their identity. In classrooms and schools with
strong reading cultures, children and adolescents should ‘author rich literate selves’
and ‘want the life of a reader and envision that life for themselves’ (Calkins 2001,
8-9).

Through the case study of one Singapore school, this article explores how we
can build a strong reading culture in our schools by examining student identification
as readers and the resources they have for becoming readers. Through a school-wide
survey, the library was located as a specific area that did not sufficiently support stu-
dents’ de t of identities as readers. Thereafler, using a social-spatial
approach, [ mapped the physical, social and affective space of the school library to
understand how a place typically associated with reading did not in actual fact
port the building of a reading culture within the school, and to identify how to

*Email: chinee lohi@nic.edu sg
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Levelling the reading gap: a socio-spatial
study of school libraries and reading in

Singapore
Chin Ee Loh

Abstract

This article takes a comparative socio-spatial approach at
the inlesection of socialcas and redig s 0 pro-
vide a fresh.
mmmymmc‘maq-
wity for reading intervention. The juxtaposition of two
nested case studies in Singapore, one of an elite all-boys’
school and another of a co-educational govermnment
school with students in different academic tracks, re-
vesld inegualble pracices, speclically i e cesigns
and uses of
dlﬁuu\(mldm T}eghliyalgugd\a!amnpum
dslgnreadmgmrewenhmus}mﬂdmmawiyﬁm
the view of student-as-probl

mmﬂarmdumvernewperspechminrmdmgmm—
vention. Additionally, this study demonstrates how

social cla research is nec-

essary for effective design of educational strategies that
aim fo transform education and society by narrowing
the gap between students from different social classes.

Key words: reading, social class, Singapore, sacio-
spatial, case study, school libraries

Although! is lauded intemnationally for its excel-
lent edhucation system, padimladyasawpmmh
Student As-

m(m}mmdby&emm
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD,
2010a), official educational policies have been criticised
for the tendency to sideline sociceconomic status (SES)
as a factor for school success (Gopinathan & Abu Baker,
2013; 1. Tan, 2010) - a real concern in Singapore where
intergenerational income elasticity registered at a rela-
tively high rate of 0.58% (Ho, 2011). This local concern
mirrors. concerns with

the school library in two contrasting Singapore schools
to examine how the organisation of space can contrib-
ute to or inhibit the kinds of learning desired. T argue
in this paper that there is a need to address educational
inequity through grounded and localised comparative
analyses of reading policies and practices that aim to-
wards genuine social change through “intentional and
focused emphasis on the spatial or geographical as-
pects of justice and injustice” (Soja, 2009, p. 2). Using
a comparative socio-spatial approach, I map the library
spaces of an elite all-boys school and a co-educational
government school in Singapore to understand how a
space typically associated with the cultivation of read-
ing habits and critical information literacy (McKechnie
& Rothbauer, 2006; Todd & Kuhlthau, 2005) may in
practice serve as a space for differentiated education.

Socio-spatial perspectives on reading and
social class

Sociocultural studies of reading illustrate how differ-
entiated upbringing and resources lead to different
ways of using words that benefit middle-class children
who learn from home practices that conform to schoal
preferred ways of reading, writing and talking (Heath,
1983; Lareau, 2003; Loh, 2013). Students, thus, come to
school with particular predispositions towards read-
ing, established as a factor for school success (Kirsch
et al, 2002). For example, in Heath's (1983) seminal
study on the home and school literacies of working-
class and middle-class children in Piedmont Carolina
in the 1970s to 1980s, she illustrated how children from
different social classes learn different ways of using
words that ‘better than athers for learning.

international rising
inexquity exacerbated by the market-driven logic of neolib-
eralism driving educational policies and practices (Singh,
meay,kAPPI&ZDCE) In the current context of global
local disparities between the rich and poor where
ﬂmeﬂ:ywsu. media and mi

in school. For the Maintown' children from middle-
class families, the children leamt how to read in
school-accepted ways from their daily interaction with
parents through home-literacy practices which could
bea ing. On the other hand,

serve to exclude some while including others (Bauman,
1998), there needs to be renewed soclological attention
o social class and education (Weis & Dolby, 2012).

To understand the complex space of schooling and how
inequity is worked out in practice, [ turn to the space of

students from non-mainstream homes were socialised
into different ways of “saying(writing)-doing-being-
valuing-believing” (Gee, 1996, p. 127) that may not be
aligned to school literacies. These classed ways of relat-
ing to language at home and school intersect with
gender and race (Moss, 2007; Solsken, 1993), and serve
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Literature Review for Building a Reading Culture Case for Support (Tier 2 Grant, 2020-2024)



Rigorous Methodology + Clear RQ + Feasible Research Plan

Methodology for LOTF Developmental Grant Proposal
Design-Based Research

Design-Based Research (DBR) is a

methodology designed by and for Jesian
educators that seeks to increase the
impact, transfer, and translation of Reflect Test
education research into improved
practice .

Evaluate

Anderson, T. & Shattuck, J. (2012) DesigrBased Research: A Decade of
Education in Education Research? Education Researcher 411), 16-25

Research Design for Designing School Libraries of the Future (Tier 2 Grant, 20262024)



Rigorous Methodology + Clear RQ + Feasible Research Plan

Methodology for Reading Futures Study Research Proposal
Multiphase, Mixed -methods Longitudinal Comparative Case Study

Figure 1. Diagrammatic Representation of Study Phases.
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Research Plan for Reading Futures Study (Tier 3 Grant, 2024029



Library of the Future Schools

Three Prototypes, in collaboration with MOE
colleagues and schools
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Queensway Secondary School Cedar Girls Secondary School Yusof Ishak Secondary School

Loh, C.E, et al. (2021). "Developing future-ready school libraries through design thinking: Acase study." IFLA Journal 47(4): 505-519.



If my goal is to get MOE,
educators and the
community to invest in
school libraries for more
equitable reading and
learning opportunities,
what do | need to do to
make things happen? A T—————————————— e —

kgr
have well-resourced libraries in schools. Having teacher-librarians in all schools would also be helpful. ST PHOTO: MARK CHEONG

School libraries levelling playing field

By LOH CHIN EE ties and thus become an effective  Of Information Capital. They ob-  of managing knowledge.

Planning for Impact




If my goal is to get MOE, educators and the community to invest
in school libraries for more equitable reading and learning
opportunities, what do | need to do to make things happen?

Reading Habits of
2021
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Chin Ee Loh © and Baogi Sun

The impact of technology use on
adolescents’ leisure reading preferences

Abstract

There is worldwide concem about the dectine In
children and adolescent. erjoyment of reading &
documentad by international and national surveys,
with smartphones and ofher technologies olten

Literacy

because they want ko, with more students consider-
ing reading “a waste of time” compared to their
counterparts in the 2009 survey (Schleicher, 2018,
. 14). Mixh of the decline in reading and reading
enjoyment have been blamed on competing media
in_the form of easy access to social media, games

blamed for fhe decline. Yel, with recent rapid
ments in technalogies for reading, the accekrs
adaption of devices for leaming during the pande
and increased access 1o e-books through the puf
library system in Singapore, the relationship betw

understanding of adelescent wading in relation
technology by exploring adolescents’  preie
reading devices, their e of technalogy for rea
and their use of public e resources for reading, In
study, adokscents preferrad using their smartphd
over print forms for reading and preferred to
social media online. E-hooks accessed freely fhrol
the public Ibrary were underutilised, and adoles
reported lack of knawledge ar experience about |
to look for reading resources anline. Findings su;
an intentional and nuanced approach is needed
e an ecosystem of opportunities for adolzs,
to have meaningful resding experiences in print
digially
Key words: leiaute or independent reading adolesy
reading, print and eeading, technology

Introduction

Leisure reading is associated with reading profi
academic achievement, student well-being and i
learning (Cunningham and Stanovich, 1995; K
2004; Schleicher, 201; Sullivan and Brown,

However, the recent 2018 Programme for Interng
Student Assessment (PSA) survey report hig

that even as literacy demands have risen, 15-yea
across the world are reading less for leisure, and
ing fewer books of fiction, magazines or newsy

[The copyright line for thisartcle waschamged an 12 April 2}
original oniine publicstion
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‘Because I'm always moving': a mobile ethnography study of
adolescent girls” everyday print and digital reading practices

Chin Ee Loh (9, Baogi Sun (© and Fei Victor Lim

National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, Singapore

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Withincreased for reading, ks Remheds

needed about how adolescents engage with print and digital reading  Acpted 3 Aps 203
across school and out-of-school contexts. In this study, mobile
ethnography was used to document the everyday print and digital
reading practices of adolescent girls from one albgirk” school They i monse
responded 1o reaktime researcher promprs about their reading aCI0SS  Limagaphy:
various timings, locations, and devices over four days, and participated  adalescert gits
in photo-slicitation interviews. Findings showed that as students moved

between lacations, they ako transited across devices, platiorms, and

formats, making use of different print and digital resources for varied

ways of reading. Their ability to 'styleshit flexibly across the

boundaries of school and personal various devices and

platforms allowed them to independently optimise reading as a

resource for their everyday Ieisure, information seeking, and leaming

purpases. Insights, implicatios, and challenges for leaming in a post-

pandemic digital age are discussed.

Introduction

Our young pevple are growing up in a media-saturated world, where they move seamlessly
between physical and online spaces daily (Leander and McKim 2003). While many tecnagars
had had existing reations with and use of devices for reading, kearning and play, the onset
of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 resulting in country lockdowns and school closures expe-
dited reliance on technology for day-to-day interactions and adtivities. In countries with high
connectivity, the conversation about access to techndlogies for learning has shifiad from issues
of access to devices and Wi-Fi access to concerns with students’ access to digital literacy skills
(Roswell, Morrell, and Alvermann 2017; Selwyn 2009). At the same time, improvement in tech-
nologies, software and platforms have resulted in a greater variety of ways for adolescents to
acass reading materials online, whether in the form of e-books, subscription-based magazines,
webloons, fenfiction or social media sites. In such a mulimodal environment, students require
both traditional print and new digital reading literacies to navigate their physical and virtual
worlds, However, litde is known about the everyday reading practices of smdents, particularly
adolescents who ofien have greater access to devices compared to younger children.

‘This case of access 1o digital workls of reading has blurred the boundaries between school and
out-of-schoul learning, Therefore, we seek to understand how adolescents are traversing the differ-
ent forms of reading as everyday practice across their school and out-of-school contexts, particu-
larly in a post-pandemic blended learning context where adolescents have near-constant access

CONTACT Chin e Loh () chinee lohgr a3 () Natons st of Edication, Manyang Techndlogica Universy, Sn-
gapare, Singapare 637616
©2021 e UKL, s2king 3 T & B Groxgs
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ot64kdxss420cy3vgnhiy/2022_Loh-The-impact-of-technology-use-on-adolescents-leisure-reading-preferences_Literacy.pdf?rlkey=tjhbubmb31ih6ruvxge31npiz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mh6ac6gaycjoum9/2023Loh%2C%20Sun%20%26%20Lim_Because%20I%20m%20always%20moving%20a%20mobile%20ethnography%20study%20of%20adolescent%20girls%20everyday%20print%20and%20digital%20reading%20practices_LMT.pdf?dl=0
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NIE Research in Practice Series: Building a Reading Culture through School Libraries

Office for Research - NIE
=2 bu @ powm Qo

3.7k views 8 year

s ago
The Building a Reading Culture study seeks to understand more about how to build a reading culture in our schools, partieularly through school libraries. This OER
b a

d more
video tells educators how school libraries can be better desianed and managed to support a reading culture in secondary schools.

If my goal is to get MOE, educators and the community to invest in
school libraries for more equitable reading and learning
opportunities, what do | need to do to make things happen?

OER KNOWLEDGE BITES

OFFICE OF EDUCATION RESEARCH
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
SINGAPORE

The Building a Reading Culture (BRC) Project
Roundtable on School Libraries and Design:

How Design Can Help Us

Rethink Library Spaces ' - Y

by Loh Chin Ee, Agnes Paculdar and Wan Zhong Ha
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Initiatives from Building a Reading Culture (Tier 2 Grant, 2016-2020
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